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Ledger tracks OSU’s academic progress

Among the links appearing on the OSU homepage is a gateway to infor-
mation that serves ultimately as the barometer of the university’s success.
Established by OSU System CEO and President David Schmidly, the online
academic ledger provides a comprehensive look at the performance and
productivity of the university, each of its colleges and all departments.

More importantly, by featuring the kinds of information that is tallied
for national rankings, the ledger shows the university’s progress toward
achieving greatness and provides a measure of accountability.

“When the university initiated the strategic plan, Achieving Greatness,
and initiatives such as the faculty Restore, Reward and Grow program, it
was essential to establish a baseline to measure our progress,” Schmidly
said. “As it has become increasingly necessary for universities to provide
access to data on student performance and evidence of campus productiv-
ity, we find ourselves far ahead of other institutions.”

“The Academic Ledger system tracks five years’ worth of data on
faculty salaries, retention, student-to-teacher ratios, graduation rates and
degrees awarded, gender and ethnicity makeup of faculty and students,
freshman ACT scores, research and outreach expenditures. . . information
that is useful to us as we implement programs to improve in such areas,”
Schmidly said. “At the same time, the information is openly available to
prospective students, parents, legislators, taxpayers and others who want
to know how well we are accomplishing our mission.”

Data considered for the Top American Research Universities and the U.S.
News and World Report rankings, as well as comparisons between OSU
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Alumni Association.
“It’s really a team effort to pull all this together and compiling the ledger was To see more, go to Academic Ledger at http://osu.okstate.edu
an enormous undertaking,” said Christie Hawkins, IRIM director. “But if you don’t know where you're at,
how do you know (1) where you want to go and (2) when you get there.
“As things are implemented, for instance the student success centers that have been put in place in every
college over the last few years to improve retention, we should be able to see how well they are working.”

Around the STATE...

‘Tipping Point’ author to launch speaker series

Malcolm Gladwell kicks off this year’s OSU business speaker series on
Tuesday, Dec. 5 from 10 - 11:30 a.m. at the Cox Business Center in Oklahoma
City, and Thursday, Dec. 7, at the Tulsa Renaissance Hotel in Tulsa.

Gladwell, a staff writer for “The New Yorker” since 1996, is renowned
for making research understandable and valuable for business.

Gladwell is the first of three speakers for this year’s series, sponsored by
the Spears School of Business at OSU. NBC’s Tim Russert, AT&T Chairman
and CEO Edward Whitacre and John Hofmeister, president of Shell Oil, also will speak.

For more information, call 866-678-3933 or e-mail cepd@okstate.edu.

Regent, professor to provide commencement addresses

OSU/A&M College Regent Burns Hargis and Regents Professor John Mowen will give the
addresses for OSU’s commencement ceremonies Dec. 15-16.

The ceremony for master’s and Ph.D. candidates will be held Friday, Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. in
Gallagher-Iba Arena. Mowen, Noble Chair of marketing strategies at OSU, will address the
graduates and guests.

Commencement for students in the Colleges of Agriculture, Arts and Sciences and Educa-
tion will be Saturday, Dec. 16 at 10:30 a.m. in Gallagher-Iba and followed at 1:30 p.m. by the
ceremony for Spears School of Business and College of Engineering, Architecture and Tech-
nology and Human Environmental Sciences students.

Hargis will speak at both commencements Saturday. In addition to his service on the board
of regents, Hargis is vice chairman of Bank of Oklahoma, N.A. and an established attorney,
having practiced for 28 years. He is also a panelist on the weekly politically-oriented television
program “Flashpoint.”

OSU-OKC opens Winter Farmers” Market indoors

The OSU-OKC Winter Farmers” Market season debuts this year with new vendors, a new
location, more choices and the comfort of indoors. Indoor winter market hours are Saturdays,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m,, inside the new Horticulture Pavilion at 400 N. Portland.

The OSU-OKC Winter Market is the area’s only registered farmers’ market open all year.
’ Every item sold at the market is grown or made in Oklahoma.
software in days rather than weeks, PL Studios helps clients such as Eyw e o For more information, directions or a list of items for the current week, visit www.osuokc.
Nickelodeon, MTV, Disney and Pixar train the hundreds of artists they & RO edu/farmersmarket or call 405-945-3358.
employ. Since College of Education graduate Piyush Patel started the
company in 1998 from his room in Willham Hall, it has risen to become
the second-ranked tutorials provider in the industry.

Electrical engineering technical open house scheduled

The School of Electrical and Computer Engineering next week will observe the 300th anni-
versary of the birthday of Benjamin Franklin, the world’s first electrical engineer, with a showcase
of student projects and design skills. The ECEN Technical Open House Tuesday, Dec. 5 from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. in Engineering South will also be a celebration of students” accomplishments this
past year and a recruiting event.

For more information, contact Professor Jim West at jim.west@okstate.edu or 405-744-6096.

Although he has just started to define his legacy, Patel is among OSU
alumni profiled in Oklahoma State Portraits: Celebrating the Cen-
tennial of Oklahoma Statehood. Order it today at: https://www.
shopokstate.com/webapps/cart/centennial_book.asp

For all these stories and more, go to: http://osu.okstate.edu/news

Balancing the boom

While Oklahoma'’s oil and gas industry is making the economy
look good, higher energy prices for residents clouds the
overall economic outlook for the state, says featured expert
Mark Snead.

“OSU in the News”

The Atherton Hotel is billed as a choice destination
in a book of the 45 finest hotels, inns and restaurants
in America.

Questions? Comments? Send them to news@okstate.edu



